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The following pebitlin way submitted by the Slovens displeced persons in

e

The British Zones of Gorminy and Austria,

"4 Sepbeuber 1947

Excellency, the Slovene DPs iIn the Britisk Zems of Oocuprbion in
Germany snd Avetria take the liberty to appeal to you i the following
matiars )

On Monday, 8¢k Septennr 1947 an agreement wao siz 2 at Bled,
Tugoslavia by Lieutonanb-Giieral B4r Jowmes Steols, Comm mder-in-Chief
British Trocps and Hirh Contissionsr in Austria, snd Mo ahal Tite row
gerding the repatriation 6f Tugoslav DPs living in the Yritich Zone of
Ocoupation in Garmuny end duiris - whorshy = special ¥;itish-Yugosiav
Commission should be eptsdlic, od with the purpose of on.stining the cage
of any single Yugaslav DP in a-dsr to ascortein whetler he wus & oriminal,
collsborator or guisling. Pollwsing the ewnsuscerwrt roleassd in NEWRPAPSTS
the Tugoslevw Govermmont has becr authorized on the basls of the Apyryomant Lo
hav-y the opportunity of submittirg to the Friiish Gover nent within twe momths
aftsr the Agroemsz cspms Go forcy a st of svontual sul gequently proveld war
oriminale, collsborabors or quis.ings. The agrvsment s0ys furtheyr thet those
Tugoslay UPe vho are nob willitg o be rupatrisled te Tv goslavia will ba
tranaforred to tho oowps Ia thi Heltish Sons of vy, In additien, the
sovspapgers aro stabing thet th Tugoalar Govertment will procleim a ne. sumesty
for Tugorlar DPg. The Agroeions e into force imme Sabely afber th
sigdng.

I commection with the s’ mnturs o this Azresusnt botwaer the PBritirk
and Tugoslay Governwents the dlovene DPs ving in the ' ~itish Zone of Cor:
snd Augtria ave eddressing yeci, Exeellsriy, wao ere wel known 21l around the
world a8 a reselute protector of the humis vighis of al . in partlonler of
those who are most in need.

In order to mels it oloir thal owr memorandum has 1o interticn of defending
wer oriminals, colleborator) and quislingr, we declare colemmly that we o

supporting without any rescymiion the idoe that a jJust puadatmont should bo
iwposed upon all the war or!minmals regardioss of their ratlonality or political

soavietlons. .
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As to the Yugoslav Govermment it is lmowm that a year sgo two or
thres lists of var criminale, collsborators and quislings were submitted
to the British and United States suthorities. Insofar as the allered
_ persons wore within reach of tho Dritish and United States authorities
and their muilt was lepally nroved, thoy were handed ovor to the Yusoslav
Govermment. On the other hand you no doubt lkmow, Sxcellency, thot the
British as well as the United States occupying authoritics in Germany
and Austria have repeatedly screened every single Yugoslev DP who lives
in their occupation sphere.

The Slovene DPs, Ixcellency, wish to draw your attention to the
fact that the Yugoslav Communists, especially thin last time, try to
allege that all those vho have proved themsclves supporters of Western
Denccracy ore war criminals, collaborators or quislings. In this connection
let us remind you of the recent trial of Professor of University Dr. Boris
Furlan held before the Tribunal at Ljubljana. Dr. Furlan was during the war
& menber of the Yugoslav Exile Government in London and s such fully support-
ed the Partisams' actions in the hemeland, particularly efter the Agreement
Subasic~Tito. IHe returnmed ‘o Yuroslavia after the German capitulation.
He was sentenced to death after he was chargsd with haviig steadily demonstrated
his Anglo-imsrican political orientation. 1/e, however, know very woll that the
present Goverrment in Yugoslavia is looking intensively Zust at the present
time for all those Slovene DPs living in tho British Zone of Germany and
Austria who are partisens of the Western Democracy. It is o fact that everye
body with such an orientation is considered a spy in precent-dsy Yugoslavisa.

Ve feel it our duty to inform you thaut the Yugoslav DPs living in
British Zono of Germany end Austria have been soizod by ¢ terrific foar {end
we believe there is a justified reason for it) that thie Yugoslav authoritios
nay claim the extradition of all those who dared during the war and now as
rofugoes to demonstrate openly their pro<Test feeling ond sympathies, The
Yuposlav Govermument may impose unon ther st least tho collsboretion if not
the war crimes{ oharg:zs., .

Ve do beor in our minds how the Dritish Covermment declared on various
occasions through their representatives that thoy would cofend end safegunrd
human rights against all, and especielly that they would protest sll the DPs
who have taken refupe with them for political roagons. let us quote for
instonce the declaration given by Iield-lfarshal Alexande: to the Yugoslav DPs
at Viktring in Carinthia in June 1945 and the statement ;iven to the DP students
at Graz University by Lieutonamt-General Sir Jumes Steelc in July 1947.

The Yuzoslav DPs in British Zons of Germany end Austris have the impression,
in view of the recent Dled Agreement, that the British Government has lef's us
at tho discretion of the Yugoslav Communists who would like to deprive us of
our life under the imaginary guilt of war crimes.

The Yugos'lav DPs have experienced, alas, how the Yuroslav Goverrment
designated to the British occupation suthorities as war criminals, collaborators
or quislings all the DPs who took active part in the positive work for their
country-fellows. For instance, in the DP camp Spittal in Austrie, which is
under UNRRA Administration, 20 Slovene cultural workers hnve besn dischargzed frem
the positions which they ogeupied in the camp with approval of the British
euthorities. YNone of them, however, was during the war a collaborator, sic,

On the conbrary, some of them were in the enemy's concentration campa and
ocoupler?'s prison due to their pro-Testern politiecal comviction. The fear
which has nos seized Yugoslav DPs is evidently justified.
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The penic among the Yugoslav DPs after the British-Yugoslav Apreement
at Bled has been caused also by the following fact: In the Yugoslav DP
camps in British Zone of Germany and Austria there has been recently or
is at the present time a special British Cormission which is screening
individual Yugoslav DPs with regard to their politicel activities during
the war. The Yugoslav DPs have spoken the truth frarkly and now they
fear that these records, compiled by the Pritish Comnission, might come
to the hands of tho Yugoslav authorities who could mrke out exactly
how this or that person from among us woried during ‘he wer for the Westorn
Allies, with tho possible consequence that he wll be brouzht before 2
Yugoslav political Tribunal as a war eriminal,

As to tho prospoctive ermesty which has been preaised at Bled,

the Yuposlav DPs regret to have to tell you, Excellency, that we tale no
account of it because of the Dad oxporiences we had in this respect. In
spite of several armestios many Yugoslav DPs who returned horo wore put -
before Peogle's Tribunal. The others, and the latter were more mmerous »
have been "liquidated” secretly-if we use the techmic:il teorms of the
Communist jurisdiction. There are some DPs among us +ho were in the
Communist jail in Yuposlevia together with some prisciers who hed possession
of the Amnesty Decrees who were killed though having in their pockets +he
premise of amnesty. You will understand after this t1at we consider the
prospective amnesty & bare political lure like the former amnesties.

Before ending this memorandum let us meke two obiervations: The Tugoslav
Goverment believes anyone of us who stayed in the cep two years and more
to be 'poisonsd® already by the Western Democracy and therefore dangerous to
them. And secondly, an open question. Cen the hones’s public imegine thet
the persons who have been living in DP Caups for two srears and more under
their right name could have a bad conscience? Definisely nol

With regard to the above the Slovens DPs living n British Zone of Germany
and Austria address to you, Excellency, a request to kindly intercede in our favor
to the competent authorities to ask that the British authorities in Germeny and
Austrie follow the Allies' resclutions in rospect of human rights, and that they
would not disavow the solerm declarations refarring - this matter and given by
their great men.

It is true that two days after the signing of th. Bled Apreement the Commendants
of the camps of the British 7one of Austris published an enncuncement by the
British Government whereby the camp immates were told that the reports in the
newspapers wore not correct and that nobody would be :ompulsory repatriated,

In spite of this statement the Yugeslav DPs are convi sed thet the Dled Agreement
embodies a denlal of former solerm declarations of th: British Covermaont assuring
us protection. Te are convinced that this statement -mg read to us with the

only purpose of calming us. 'hen we first ceme from Yuposlavia to Viciring

samp in Cerinthi®, the Cormendant, Major Barry, answor:d until the las’ moment

onr question, whether it was true that the Siovene yo ng men were being returned
to Marshal Tito, with (the following): "It is not truc, they are being deported
to & camp in Italy". The same persuasive reply was r-seived from other British
euthorities at Klagenfurt who even threatened with re »isals all thoss who would
divuige this rumor, yet in the meuntime, sent 11,100 ! Lovene young mea to Varshal
Tito's Cormunists, who cruelly killed them without an,' previous senteuce,

Iz the said announcement by the British Govermmert it is stressed that
there will be no compulsory repatriation of persons other than those wiic are in
the Brivish legal opinion shown to have wilfully and tctively collaberated with
the enery. The euthentic interpretation of the said “opinion' is not known to
us. We know however from the experience that all the British Commissions who
heve screened us up to now, reproached every professo: or any official who kept
his position during the war with collaboration. Ther: 'ore we are legitimately
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afraid thet as a consequence of the 3led Arrecnment the Tugoslav DPs in the
Ocsupation Zone of Germany and Austria have bacn loft at discretion of the
Yarshal Tito's Govermnment.

Beforo [inishing this appeal to you, Excellency, we would like to 2¥plain
to you one thing more. You will cortainly wonder why we did not sign the above
wemorandun and why wo dared not to post it in Germeny or in Austria.

Pleasge, be awore that the DPs are the people who have he’ so many experiences
that we cen by no moans run this risk. It.is clesar to v: that in that case

the memorandum would Le known to the Comaunist apent, ac ting for the prceant
Yugoslav Government, sooner than to you! The conséquenc »s that mirht be taken
against us would no doubt be fatel. Teking this into account you will, we firmly
believe, forgive us and examine with understanding our raquest.

We who have fled before Cormmunism admired during the wer the Testern
4£1lies and put all our hopes on their victory. lNow we adpeal to you, Dzcellency,
as one of the rreat representatives of estern culture, =ith the request
for essistence. The Slovene DPs are firmly convinced thit we shall not ha
choale ! in our confidence.
/

Delieve us, Excellency, respoctfully and faithfully,.
Yours
SLOVIITI DISPLACID IT3CHS
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